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Research: Lincoln Park Academy baseball player Christian Medina was killed in a car accident 
on his way to school in 2013. Due to being a registered organ donor, he saved many lives. The 
office of St. Lucie County Tax Collector Chris Craft honored Medina’s story by unveiling 
Christian’s Tree of Life with Donate Life Florida in the Fort Pierce office’s lobby on February 
12, 2014. St. Lucie was the first county to do so. 

Since the tree was first displayed on the Fort Pierce office’s lobby wall, the St. Lucie County 
driver license organ donor designation rate has risen to 54 percent – one of the best in the state. 

Donate Life Florida is a nonprofit organization dedicated to motivating Floridians to register as 
organ, tissue and eye donors so lives can be saved through donation and transplantation. The 
organization designates April as Donate Life Month.

When researching fundraising events and ideas, Communications Specialist (then 
communications manager) Jayne Johnson conceived the thought of having a Local Celebrity 
Lunch to benefit the nonprofit. After thorough research of local fundraising events, she found 
there was no other event done like the lunch. The twist was that local celebrities served the 
guests.

Objectives: 1. To increase the number of St. Lucie County registered organ donors from 54 to 55 
percent by May 1, 2016. 2.  To gain positive media coverage about the importance of organ 
donation. 3. To secure an advertisement equivalency of at least $1,000 in at least three local 
communication mediums. 4. To raise $10,000 for Donate Life Florida by April 3, 2016.

Implementation: Johnson started by implementing outreach efforts to possible sponsors and 
celebrities. Local celebrity servers included Fort Pierce Mayor Linda Hudson; St. Lucie County 
School Board members Debbie Hawley, Kathryn Hensley, Carol Hilson and Dr. Donna Mills; St. 
Lucie County Superintendent Wayne Gent; St. Lucie County Tax Collector Chris Craft; St. Lucie 
County Property Appraiser Ken Pruitt; St. Lucie County Supervisor of Elections Gertrude 
Walker; and St. Lucie County Commissioner Chris Dzadovsky.  

Brainstorming meetings between Craft and Johnson to plan a strategic fundraising event were 
held on a weekly basis. A social media campaign was implemented, as well as the distribution of 
a press release and media advisory. Facebook and Twitter were the social media platforms 
utilized. Sponsor packets were designed and distributed by Johnson. Event sponsors included 
Title Sponsor Florida Power and Light, A&G Concrete Pools, Cocktail Napkin Sponsor PNC 
Bank, Aztec Graphix, Push Hard Cattle Company, Florida Atlantic University Harbor Branch 
Oceanographic Institution, TurningPoint2M, Jordan Kane Realty Group, Karen Kane Interiors, 
CenterState Bank, St. Lucie County Clerk of the Circuit Court Joseph Smith, Oculina Bank, 
Matula Electric, Studio 207 Salon, Men’s Rags, and Roy’s Liquors and Fine Wines. Chuck’s 



Seafood Restaurant Owner Peter Angelos graciously donated all of the food, and Mitch 
Kloorfain with Your Voice News and Views was the event photographer.

Evaluation: The first annual Local Celebrity Lunch benefitting Donate Life Florida was the first 
of its kind on the Treasure Coast. Through research, strategic planning and energetic execution, 
we successfully met all of the objectives. The sold-out event raised nearly $11,000 to support 
organ donation education. The only issue that arose was that a couple scheduled celebrities could 
not attend due to last-minute personal emergencies.

Budget: There was a budget of $0 for this campaign. All planning and execution was performed 
by Johnson. She is salary-based employee, and she spent over 200 hours planning the event. 
Craft’s passion for the nonprofit and Johnson’s determination brought the successful event to life. 

Company background: St. Lucie County Tax Collector Chris Craft has two offices located in 
Fort Pierce and Port St. Lucie, Fla., open Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. The office 
handles property taxes, tax certificates, tourist development, motor vehicle registration, driver 
licenses, motorized vessel registration, mobile home registration, disabled parking, hunting and 
fishing licenses, and local business taxes. 

Public relations staff size: The public relations staff consists of Johnson. She is responsible for 
all internal and external office communications, devising and implementing campaigns, social 
media management, event management, media relations, material design, and outreach.  


